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Effective today, the price of the QL drops to $299.95 and is available 
from Curry Computer. Our first order is pending. All Sinclair brand QL 
software will only be available through dealers such as Curry 
Computer. We also will be stocking the Sinclair Flat Screen TV which 
will retail for $99.95 and can be used anywhere in the world. The 
price cut on the computer now means that there is not a better 
computer for the money anywhere. Sinclair Research should be commended 
for offering this much computer for this little price. Anyone remember 
their great advertising slogan for the ZX81 way back in 1983- "Finally 
you can afford to satisfy your lust for power."? Who says lightning 
doesn’t strike twice ? 


For the first time in a long time, U.S. Timex-Sinclair supporters have 
a living computer that can compete with the best of them. Your Atari 
and Commodore friends, who for years quietly laughed behind your back 
at the computers you steadfastly supported, will not be laughing now. 
Let’s make sure this time we keep our favorite machine a living one 
and get everyone you know to buy a QL. It shouldn’t be hard-at the new 
pricing the computer should sell itself. 


This Report finds us with a lot of new software and hardware to review 
or mention. This is one of the major advantages of having a QL. The 
machine has now been out in the marketplace long enough so that 
software houses are writing more and more programs for it. The Amiga 
and Atari ST have practically nothing available for them, mainly 
because they are so new. 


We have in stock some new and excellent languages for the QL. APL by 
MicroAPL comes with a ROM cartridge and a microdrive cartridge. The 
manual is extensive. Two versions are available. One is the standard 
version which uses spécial characters. The other is a keyword version 
for those of you who know nothing about the language or who want 
"straight English" instead of a special character set to memorize. 
There is an excellent demonstration program included which will help 
familiarize yourself with this powerful language. Write for more 
information. 


We also now have in stock Metacomco’s OL C . This program can be 
cross-compiled to the IBM version of Lattice C. It consists of a ROM 
cartridge and 3 microdrive cartridges- a compiler phase one, compiler 
phase two , a run-time module, and Metacomco’s popular screen editor. 
There is also a linker program to link program modules together. This 
version was designed by Lattice and is based on their very successful 
range of 8086/88 C compilers. In the games department, 
we have QL Matchpoint which is fantastic. Tennis simulations on a 
68000 machine such as the OL are incredibly fast and realistic- even 
down to the ball boys running across the court to pick up let balls 
and smashes into the net. When a ball is out, one of two line judges 
raises his hand. There is a demo mode as well as options to play 
either against the computer or another human opponent. If playing 
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against a friend, make sure you use joysticks- four hands on a 
keyboard should be left to classical pianists, not computer games 
players. 


We also received Quazimodo which we have mentioned in earlier Reports. 
This game is one of the best arcade games currently available for the 
OL. And it is difficult. If you like straight "Defender/Invader" type 
arcade games then try Galactic Invaders/Star Guard, which gives you 


two games for the price of one. These are colorful and somewhat 
challenging but don’t expect too much. 


In the book department, we have QL Archive, by Ian Murray, which is a 
superb work to help you get the most out of your QL database. 
Consisting of 356 pages, this book is loaded with examples on how to 
create files, open multiple files, write procedures, and much much 
more. The examples are well laid out, easy to understand, and allow 
you the flexibility of easily adapting them for your own database or 
procedures. By studying these specific examples you will be able to 
write procedures to print mailing labels, make complex screen layouts, 
etc. At $29.95, this book is not cheap but it is worth every penny. 
Other books on each of the Psion programs are in transit and should be 
about half the price. Evidently the publisher knew Archive was the 
most powerful program for the QL and priced this book accordingly. 


For those of you who not only like the QL but have a fond spot in your 
heart for the man who created all these marvelous machines, we have 
coming this month, The Sinclair Story, the first full-length biography 
on Sir Clive’s companies and on the man himself. From pocket 
calculators to computers, electric vehicles to artificial 
intelligence, this book is essential reading for those who seek an 


insight into the emergence of one of the great hi-tech companies of 
the 1980s. 


We also have COSMOS on order, a new program by Talent, who do 
GRAPHIOL, CARTRIDGE DOCTOR, and ZKUL and WEST. You can identify over 
500 stars and planets with this impressive program. It displays your 
choice of finely-detailed and accurate star maps for any date and time 
and for any part of the world. You can view the solar system, the 
moons of Jupiter, the rings of Saturn, even Halley’s Comet. Call up 


impressive information on any visible object in the sky. Menu-driven 
and very easy to use. 


Our case study involving our customer database yields some interesting 
results this month. We have 920 records as of this writing, totalling 
some 96k worth of data. Our primary microdrive cartridge has 38 
sectors free out of 232 so we should get over 1000 customers on the 
cartridge before we run out of space. 


When we first open the file and do the "print memory()" command we 
have 9310 bytes showing for Archive to work with.This is with the CST 
interface ona U.S. QL. On a U.K. QL, version AH ROM, with a Silicon 
Express disk interface, we have 10070. We are slowly dropping the 
amount of available workspace. If we order the file alphabetically by 
last name, we drop to 1328 bytes which is dangerously close to running 
out of memory which could cause problems (the worst of which could be a 
"freezing" of the screen that would cause you to have to reset your 
computer). As we have stated before, with large files it seems better 
to order from within a sub-file by first using the "select" command. 
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This method does not use as much memory. 


The "select" command also is much faster than using the find command. 
We usually select by state (California, New York, etc.) and then use 
the find command. We are still waiting on our RAM plus DISK 
combinations. An extra 128k for a database of this size would speed 
things up greatly for either microdrive or disk. Remember we have 16 
fields and still are able to hold 1000 records so if you database is 
not this large, in most cases the microdrives should be perfectly 
adequate. Extra memory would give you the room to order your records 
without worrying about running out of workspace. We are concerned that 
when we have 1200 names on disk, we might not be able to sort the 
whole file due to a lack of memory. í 


This month our Archive benchmarks were run using a Silicon Express 
disk interface hooked up to a Shugart 5 1/4" double-sided 


Time in seconds: Disk M/D 


-- find position 398 1.5 4.3 

-- find position 750 12 3.2 

-- using "find" for customer # 398 21.5 36.0 

-~- using "find" for customer # 750 39.7 59.7 

-- using "select" for state of ł11.0 125.2 
customer #750 

--using find from w/i subfile 6.6 41.9 


for customer #750 


As you can see, the Silicon is about as fast as the CST. The longer 
amount of time to select for the state subfile is due to that 
subfile increasing in size from last month to this one. 


The following is an excerpt from a letter we received from Don 
Thompson, a QL user in California, who has some interesting 
observations on screen size differences between U.S. AND U.K. QL’s. 


The default windows in TV mode are far different than 
those on the British QL...The British TV mode default 
for window #1 and #2 is 448 pixels wide starting at 
pixel 32, and 200 pixels long starting at pixel 16. 
Window #0 has the same width, and is 40 pixels long 
starting at pixel 216. Characters are 9 pixels high +1 
for a space, giving each line 10 pixels height. The U.S. 
edition gives characters 7 pixels high with 1 for a 
space, making each line 8 pixels high. If you figure out 
the math, you can see that both give 20 lines +4 lines 
for the input area, but both are very different as far 
as defining windows. This is the reason for problems 
occurring when you try to run a British program in TV 
mode...In monitor mode there is no difference between 
the two, except that the characters are still only 7 
pixels high.But the space is 3 pixels high, so the line 
size is 10 pixels-same as the British QL. 


Speaking of screen displays. You can copy any file directly to the 
screen by using "CON." For examples; suppose you have a QUILL 
document you want to call up directly to the screen. 
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Type in: 

COPY mdv2_name_doc to CON 
and the file will appear on the screen. Use CONTROL and F5 to 
freeze the display, any key to continue 


Next month, the December issue and all future issues of the QL 
Report, will be published on the 15th of the month. We also wish to 
inform you that beginning with the January issue, we will go to an 
expanded format and the Report will only be available on a 
subscription basis. Cost will be $15.00 for 12 issues, published 
monthly . We will be having interviews, product reviews, more 
program listings, readers letters, and try and keep you as up to 
date as possible on QL happenings both here and in England. We are 
now accepting subscriptions. 


We were hoping to review our Disk plus RAM combinations in this 
issue but unfortunately they have not arrived yet. We will try and 
schedule reviews for those next month. We also will review I.C.E. , 
or Icon Controlled Environment which is a GEM-like program for the 
QL we have on order consisting of a ROM cartridge and a microdrive 
cartridge. We also should have in and review SUPERCHARGE, the new 
compiler for the QL by Digital Precision. 


Don’t forget that the November and December issues of QL User 
magazine will have supplements to your QL User Guide. We still have 
some October issues left. We should have this month the 1986 
Sinclair User Annual,:a year-in-review publication on everything 
that has happened with Sinclair this year. It should be rather 
large-so much has happened. Call or write for further details. We 
are open Monday through Thursday until ll p.m. Eastern Standard 
Time to answer your questions or take orders. This time of the year 
it might be wise to call first to check availability of product. 


Our program listing this month is backup-bas from Anthony Leone, 
Catskill, NY. It is a backup utility you should type in and try. It 
works on all the Psion programs and will work on everything but 
copy-protected ones. 


100 CLS 

110 CLEAR 

120 count=0 2350. ° CLOSE #5 

120 DIM file$(50, 32) 260 DELETE mdv2_dir 

140 backup 270 EXIT read_dir 

150 do_backup 280 END IF 

160 DEFine FROCedure backup 270 END REFeat read_dir 

170 OFEN_NEW #5,mdv2_source 290 END DEFine backup 

180 DIR #5,mdvi_ ZIO DEFine FROCedure make_conversion 
190 make_conversion 220 CLOSE #5 

200° OFEN #5,mdv2_dir S20 COFY_N mdv2_source TO mdv2_dir 
210 REFeat read_dir 240 DELETE mdv2_source T 
220 count=count+l 330 END DEFine make_conversion 

230 INFUT #5,file$(count) 360 DEFine FROCedure do_backup 

240 IF EQF (#5) THEN 370 FOR file _counter=3 TO count 
BO 


COFY “mdvi_“&files (file counter) TO "“mdve_"&F 


390 END FOR file counter eri dee (fit elSounter) 


400 END DEFine do_backup 
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